186                         LIFE OF JOHN LAMB.
the reinforcement, as many of our men stand in need of discipline.
I am affectionately yours,
G. MOTT.* To CoL LAMB.
FORT CONSTITUTION, 3d Oct., 1777.
" We have only two barrels of flour in this garrison, and not a boat to fetch any, or transport coal across the river; our only boat is with our oars, detained at Fort Montgomery. I beg you would be pleased to speak to the General, to have that boat and oars sent to this garrison, otherwise, our artificers must be idle, as well as our grinders, having no bread.'* I am Sir, your very humble serv't,
GERSHOM Morr.f Col. LAMB.
While Gov. Clinton was endeavoring to collect his scattered forces on the west side of the Hudson, and gathering strength to make an effort to regain the Highland Forts, Putnam was pursuing a line of conduct, tending, if not intended, to embarrass the design. The troops under his command, were ordered to be in readiness to march. It seems that he seriously indulged the visionary intention of attacking New York, while Sir Henry Clinton was on the river above him; and had ordered a force, to Peekskill, preparatory to a inarch for that object. No cooperation from him therefore, could be expected to favor the recovery of the posts. The following letters from Col. Oswald, will throw some light upon the General's movements, and intentions:
FISHKILL, 13 Oct., 1777.
" G, Parsons is at Peekskill. This morning, old Put came and ordered me to send off Capt. Lockwood, with his two pieces to join him, and.I am told we are all to go down to the Whiteplains.
" This morning, G. Parsons sent intelligence, that Clinton had been reinforced from New York, and is determined to push up the river."J
* Lamb papers, N. Y. His. Soc.          tldem.          JIdem.